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Please Note:  
The Czm�le¶e 2024 AFM Pi¶ch 
Czofe eoce G¾ide, ×hich iocl¾de¨ 
io¨¶ ¾c¶izo¨ zo hz× ¶z ac¶¾allÝ 
S¾bmi¶ Ýz¾  Pi¶ch Videz File, ×ill be 
emailed ¶z AFM �a ¶ici�ao¶¨ alzog 
×i¶h ¶hei  Pla¶io¾m z  Pl¾¨ Badge 
z de  czoI ma¶izo begiooiog 
Se�¶embe  10.



Overview
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The AFM Pi¶ch Czofe eoce giÖe¨ a¶¶eodee¨ ¶he z��z ¶¾oi¶Ý ¶z ×a¶ch Ilm aod 
¶eleÖi¨izo ¨c i�¶ �i¶che¨ io ac¶izo aod lea o hz× ¶z effec¶iÖelÝ �i¶ch idea¨ ¶hem¨elÖe¨.

The Pitch Conference is structured in the following way: 

•      If Ýz¾ a e ¨elec¶ed ¶z �i¶ch, Ýz¾ ×ill be hea d bÝ a �aoel zf iod¾¨¶ Ý leade ¨ aod ao 
       a¾dieoce zf zÖe  400 �ez�le, mz¨¶lÝ iod¾¨¶ Ý � zfe¨¨izoal¨. 

•      Each ¨elec¶ed �i¶che  ha¨ EXACTLY ¶×z mio¾¶e¨ ¶z �i¶ch ¶hei  Ilm z  limi¶ed ¨e ie¨ 
       ¶eleÖi¨izo ¨c i�¶ idea ¶z z¾  �aoel zf di¨¶iog¾i¨hed �aoel zo z¾  io-�e ¨zo ¨¶age.

•      Paoeli¨¶¨ ¶heo ¶ake a fe× mio¾¶e¨ ¶z � zÖide ao hzoe¨¶ c i¶i�¾e.

Tz be czo¨ide ed ¶z �i¶ch a¶ The AFM Pi¶ch Czofe eoce, Ýz¾ ×ill oeed ¶z ¨¾bmi¶ a ¶×z-
mio¾¶e Öidez �i¶ch bÝ October 16, 2024

Dan Ste inberg Photography



Past Participant 
Insights

The AFM Pi¶ch Czofe eoce ×a¨ a g ea¶ z��z ¶¾oi¶Ý ¶z oz¶ 
zolÝ  eIoe mÝ �i¶chiog ca�abili¶ie¨ b¾¶ al¨z eÜ�z¨e me ¶z 
a b ead¶h zf diffe eo¶ �i¶chiog ¨¶Ýle¨ aod ¶Ý�e¨ zf ¨¶z ie¨. 
Pa ¶ici�a¶iog io ¶he �i¶ch czofe eoce hel�ed me gaio ¶he 
czoIdeoce ¶z ¶ell mÝ ¨¶z Ý ¶z a la ge g z¾� zf �ez�le aod 
 eIoe hz× I a ¶ic¾la¶e mÝ Öi¨izo.

I'd ¨aÝ f i ¨¶ aod fz emz¨¶, ¶hi¨ i¨ ao ed¾ca¶izoal eÜe ci¨e, 
oz¶ a � zmz¶izoal z��z ¶¾oi¶Ý. Tha¶ beiog ¨aid, I ×z¾ld 
fzc¾¨ zo ¶he beoefi¶¨ zf hzoiog Ýz¾  c af¶ io �i¶chiog, 
 a¶he  ¶hao  ef ioiog ¶he � zjec¶/ma¶e ial ¶ha¶ Ýz¾' e 
ac¶¾allÝ ×z kiog ×i¶h. 

I  eceiÖed Öe Ý �z¨i¶iÖe feedback f zm ¶he �aoeli¨¶¨, aod 
hel�f¾l ¶i�¨ ¶z ¶×eak i¶ a li¶¶le mz e ¶z make i¶ ¨hioe. The 
a¾dieoce ×a¨ ×zode f¾l, aod i¶ ×a¨ oice ¶z ¨ee ¨¾ch a 
Öa ie¶Ý zf �ez�le, Özice¨, aod � zjec¶¨ � e¨eo¶ed.

Curtis Matzke

Victor Lord

C.M. Conway
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I ×z¾ld czo¨ide  �i¶chiog a � zjec¶ ¶ha¶ i¨ oz¶ eÖeo  eal, b¾¶ ×z¾ld 
ga oe  ¶he kiod zf  eac¶izo f zm ¶he j¾dge¨ aod a¾dieoce Ýz¾ 
×ao¶, aod ¨hz×ca¨e Ýz¾  iodiÖid¾al ¨kill ¨e¶ a¨ a �i¶che . Yz¾'ll al¨z 
be le¨¨ bia¨ed ¶z ¶hei   eac¶izo ¶ha¶ ×aÝ aod cao ¶hiok mz e 
clea lÝ abz¾¶ ¶he czo¶eo¶ aod fz m zf Ýz¾  �i¶ch. 



Limited 

Series

Made-for-TV 

Feature Film

Long-form film project intended 

for exhibition on television

TV project with a 

few episodes that 

tell a complete story
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•     Na  a¶iÖe fea¶¾ e Ilm ¨c i�¶¨ io  
      aoÝ geo e

•     Lzog-fz m ¶eleÖi¨izo “Made-fz -
      TV” Ilm ¨c i�¶¨ io aoÝ geo e

•     Na  a¶iÖe ¶eleÖi¨izo ¨c i�¶¨ fz  a     
      limi¶ed ¨e ie¨ io aoÝ geo e.

Narrative 

Feature Film

Motion picture that 

tells a fictionalized 

story

Plea¨e oz¶e ¶ha¶ ×e dz oz¶ acce�¶ 
�i¶che¨ fz  dzc¾meo¶a ie¨, ¶ adi¶izoal 
TV ¨hz×¨, z  ¨hz ¶-fz m czo¶eo¶.

S¶z Ý¶elliog cao ¶ake zo maoÝ c ea¶iÖe 
fz m¨. AFM acce�¶¨ z igioal �i¶ch 
� zjec¶¨ io ¶he fzllz×iog fz ma¶¨:

AFM PITCH 

CONFERENCE 

SUBMISSIONS OPEN

SEPT

VIDEO PITCH 

SUBMISSION 

DEADLINE

OCT 16

SELECTED 

PITCHERS TAKE THE 

STAGE AT AFM

NOV 4

SELECTION 

NOTIFICATIONS 

 ARE EMAILED

OCT 20

Wha¶ ¶Ý�e¨ zf 
�i¶che¨ a e 
acce�¶ed a¶ ¶he 
AFM Se¨¨izo¨?

S¾bmi¨¨izo Sched¾le 2024

SELECTED PITCHERS 
TAKE THE STAGE 

 AT AFM

 

  
 

NOV 9

SELECTION 
NOTIFICATIONS 

 EMAILED

OCT 25

VIDEO PITCH 
SUBMISSIONS 

DEADLINE
 

  
 OCT 16

SEPT 10

AFM PITCH 
SUBMISSIONS 

OPEN

https://sessions.americanfilmmarket.com/sessions/pitch-conference-2023/


A pitch is really meant to give our esteemed panelists 

and myself an idea about what it is that we’re talking 

about exactly, and more specifically for this two-minute 

scenario, in the most abbreviated, immediate and 

impactful way possible.

- Lee Jessup, Pitch Expert 

 

“Hi, my name is [NAME]. My project is a [GENRE] in the vein of 
[TONALLY SIMIILAR PROJECT]. It’s called [TITLE] and it’s about 
[LOG LINE]. The project follows [MAIN CHARACTER AND 
SUPPORTING CHARACTER] as they [SECOND ACT ACTIVITY]. 
Problems occur when [MIDPOINT COMPLICATION OR SECOND 
ACT LOW POINT]. Now they must [THIRD ACT STRATEGY] or 
face [CONSEQUENCES]. “

“Hi, I’m [NAME] and I’m from [LOCATION]. On the verge of a 
[STASIS = DEATH] moment, a flawed hero [BREAKS INTO TWO] 
with the [B-STORY], but when the [MIDPOINT] happens, 
he/she/they must learn the [THEME] before [ALL IS LOST] to 
defeat the [OBSTACLE / ANTAGONIST].”
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I¶’¨ czm�le¶elÝ ¾� ¶z Ýz¾ ¶z de¶e mioe ¶he be¨¶ ×aÝ ¶z �i¶ch Ýz¾  � zjec¶. 
He e a e a fe× �i¶ch ¨¶ ¾c¶¾ e¨ ¶z hel� Ýz¾ add e¨¨ ¶he oece¨¨a Ý �zio¶¨ 
io ao effec¶iÖe �i¶ch:

Video Pitch Structures

“Hi, my name is [NAME]. I’m a [OCCUPATION] and I live in 
[LOCATION]. My project is a [GENRE] called [TITLE]. Once upon a 
time______________. Every day_____________. One day_____________. 
Because of that_______________. Until finally_________________.”

THE 
CLASSIC 
PITCH

BLAKE 
SNYDER

THE 
PIXAR



Io z de  ¶z effec¶iÖelÝ deliÖe  a �i¶ch zo came a, Ýz¾ haÖe ¶z  ehea ¨e. Pi¶chiog z¾¶ lz¾d hel�¨ 
Ýz¾ oz¶ice � zblem a ea¨, cla ifÝ ¨eo¶eoce ¨¶ ¾c¶¾ e, aod IÜ aoÝ czm�zoeo¶¨ zf ¶he �i¶ch ¶ha¶ 
migh¶ oz¶ be ×z kiog. 
 
T Ý ¶z  emembe …a¨ ¾oczmfz ¶able a¨ Ýz¾ migh¶ be ×a¶chiog Ýz¾ ¨elf zo Öidez aod �i¶chiog 
¶z ao em�¶Ý  zzm a¶ I ¨¶, iod¾¨¶ Ý �aoeli¨¶¨ cao al×aÝ¨ ¶ell ¶he diffe eoce be¶×eeo ¨zmezoe 
×hz ha¨ � ac¶iced ¶hei  �i¶ch aod ¶akeo ¶he ¶ime ¶z  ehea ¨e befz e ¨¾bmi¶¶iog ¶hei  Öidez 
aod/z  �i¶chiog liÖe zo¨¶age. He e a e ¨zme ¶i�¨ aod ¨¾gge¨¶izo¨  ela¶ed ¶z c ea¶iog aod 
 ehea ¨iog Ýz¾  Öidez �i¶ch:

S¶e� 1: Chzz¨e Yz¾  Ideal P ac¶ice Li¨¶eoe 

Nz ma¶¶e  ×ha¶ ¶he ¨¾bjec¶ i¨, �i¶chiog ¶z a came a cao be challeogiog. Tz make i¶ ea¨ie , 
ideo¶ifÝ a �e ¨zo io Ýz¾  life, ×hz’¨ oz¶ zolÝ a membe  zf Ýz¾  � zjec¶’¨ ¶a ge¶ a¾dieoce, b¾¶ 
¨zmezoe Ýz¾’d feel czmfz ¶able deliÖe iog Ýz¾  Öidez �i¶ch ¶z. Thi¨ �e ¨zo dze¨ oz¶ oeed ¶z be 
io ¶he ac¶¾al  zzm ×heo Ýz¾’ e �i¶chiog, b¾¶ Ýz¾ cao Öi¨¾aliçe ¶hem z  imagioe ¶heÝ a e 
li¨¶eoiog ¶z ¶he �i¶ch ×hile Ýz¾ � ac¶ice. The idea i¨ ¶z  e�lica¶e ¶he kiod zf czmfz ¶able aod 
czoÖe ¨a¶izoal ¨¶Ýle Ýz¾’d haÖe ×i¶h a f ieod. 

S¶e� 2: Read O¾¶ Lz¾d

S¶a ¶ bÝ  eadiog alz¾d ×hile lzzkiog a¶ Ýz¾  ac¶¾al �i¶ch oz¶e¨. Read i¶ a fe× ¶ime¨…¶heo ¶ime 
Ýz¾ ¨elf. Yz¾’ll ¨¶a ¶ ¶z  ealiçe if Ýz¾’ e  ¾ooiog zÖe  ¶×z mio¾¶e¨ aod cao ×z k ¶z make 
¨eo¶eoce¨ ¨hz ¶e  z  mz e czoci¨e, a¨ oeeded. Yz¾’ll al¨z Iod a ea¨ ¶ha¶ ¨z¾od mz e oa¶¾ al 
×heo eÜ� e¨¨ed a¨ ¨eo¶eoce f agmeo¶¨,  a¶he  ¶hao czm�le¶e ¨eo¶eoce¨. 

S¶e� 3: W i¶e zo Nz¶eca d¨

W i¶e z¾¶ Ýz¾  Öe bal �i¶ch zo oz¶eca d¨ - zo zoe ¨ide × i¶e zoe �a ag a�h zf Ýz¾  �i¶ch, aod zo 
¶he  eÖe ¨e ¨ide, × i¶e a heade  fz  ¶ha¶ �a ag a�h z  ¶he I ¨¶ fe× ×z d¨ a¨ a meo¶al ma ke .

S¶e� 4: Memz içe aod ReÖi¨e

Thz z¾ghlÝ memz içe Ýz¾  ¶eÜ¶ aod kee� �zli¨hiog! C z¨¨ z¾¶ ×z d¨, ¾ode lioe ×he e Ýz¾ ×ao¶ 
em�ha¨i¨, aod add aoÝ z¶he  oz¶e¨ ¶ha¶ migh¶ hel� Ýz¾ d¾ iog ¶he �i¶ch.

S¶e� 5: Re× i¶e Nz¶eca d¨

Nz× ¶ha¶ Ýz¾’Öe hzoed Ýz¾  �i¶ch,  e× i¶e ¶he ¶eÜ¶ zo b aod oe× oz¶eca d¨ ¶z c ea¶e a cleao 
cz�Ý. The ac¶ zf × i¶iog z¾¶ Ýz¾  ¨c i�¶ cao be h¾gelÝ hel�f¾l io memz içiog i¶.
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Rehea ¨e + Recz d



S¶e� 6: Pi¶ch ¶z Came a

DeliÖe  Ýz¾  �i¶ch zo came a. Remembe  ¶z Öi¨¾aliçe ¶he �e ¨zo Ýz¾ chz¨e io S¶e� 1, ¶he �e ¨zo 
¶z ×hzm Ýz¾ cao �i¶ch mz¨¶ ca¨¾allÝ aod czmfz ¶ablÝ. Dz oz¶  ead f zm a ¨c i�¶! 
 
Plea¨e oz¶e ¶ha¶ i¶ i¨ zbÖiz¾¨ ¶z ¾¨ ×heo �i¶ch ¨¾bmi¨¨izo¨ iocl¾de  eadiog f zm a 
¶ele� zm�¶e  z  czm�¾¶e  ¨c eeo d¾ iog ¶he  ecz ded �i¶ch Öidez. Thz¾gh ×e ¾ode ¨¶aod i¶ 
cao be oe Öe-× ackiog, Ýz¾ ×zo’¶ be able ¶z  ead f zm a ¨c i�¶ if ¨elec¶ed ¶z �i¶ch zo¨¶age. We 
¶ake  eadiog Ýz¾  �i¶ch zo ¨c eeo io¶z czo¨ide a¶izo ×heo � e-¨elec¶iog �i¶che ¨ ¶z �a ¶ici�a¶e 
io ¶he czofe eoce.

S¶e� 7: Wa¶ch Yz¾ ¨elf

We koz×. I¶’¨ �aiof¾l. B¾¶ ¶ Ý ¶z zb¨e Öe ×he e Ýz¾ ¨�eak ¶zz �¾icklÝ, ×he e Ýz¾ maÝ oeed ¶z 
Öa Ý Ýz¾  ¶zoe, aod ×he e Ýz¾ oeed ¶z im� zÖe zo eÝe czo¶ac¶. 

S¶e� 8: Pi¶ch ¶z Came a Teo Time¨

Pi¶ch ¶z came a ¶eo ¶ime¨ io a  z×. Thi¨ migh¶ ¨z¾od a li¶¶le miod-o¾mbiog, b¾¶ af¶e  ¶he I ¨¶ 
IÖe ¶ime¨, Ýz¾’ll ge¶ ¨z bz ed ¶ha¶ ¨zme¶hiog magical ×ill ¨¶a ¶ ¶z ha��eo—Ýz¾’ll koz× Ýz¾  
¨c i�¶ ×ell eoz¾gh ¶z im� zÖe Ýz¾  �e fz maoce ×i¶hz¾¶ haÖiog ¶z “dz” aoÝ¶hiog.

S¶e� 9: Recz d Yz¾  Pzli¨hed Pi¶ch

BÝ ¶hi¨ �zio¶, Ýz¾’ e  eadÝ fz  “Ac¶izo!” - Recz d Ýz¾  ¶×z-mio¾¶e Öidez �i¶ch aod fzllz× ¶he 
io¨¶ ¾c¶izo¨ belz× ¶z ¨¾bmi¶ i¶ fz  czo¨ide a¶izo. 

 
The Czm�le¶e 2024 AFM Pi¶ch Czofe eoce G¾ide, ×hich iocl¾de¨ 
io¨¶ ¾c¶izo¨ zo hz× ¶z ac¶¾allÝ ¨¾bmi¶ Ýz¾  �i¶ch Öidez Ile, ×ill be emailed 
¶z AFM �a ¶ici�ao¶¨ alzog ×i¶h ¶hei  Pla¶io¾m z  Pl¾¨ Badge z de  
czoI ma¶izo begiooiog Se�¶embe  10.

Tz  egi¨¶e  fz  Ýz¾  AFM badge, Öi¨i¶ 
 ×××.ame icaoIlmma ke¶.czm/a¶¶eodee-badge¨.
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